August 29, 2001

TO ALL NATIONAL BOARD MEMBERS AND CLUB PRESIDENTS

The 2001 National Convention – Wednesday, October 10 to Sunday, October 14, at the Westin Hotel and Conference Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia – is only a short time away. 

The Annual General Meeting will be held Saturday, October 13 at 9:15 a.m.  All delegates are expected to attend.  This letter will serve as official notice of the AGM.  The Credentials desk will open at 8:15 a.m.  All Club Presidents please take note that to be eligible to vote, a Club must be in good standing (all obligations to National, the Foundation and their Region paid 30 days prior to the Annual General Meeting.)  This time period is required in order that the National Office may provide advance information to the Credentials Committee.  If you have any concerns or questions regarding your Club’s status, contact your Zone Governor or Molly Trussler at the National Office.   Last minute reports and payments will not be accepted and your proxy votes will be invalid.
The total votes for each Club shall be determined by the April 30, 2001 Census Report.  Should a Club fail to file said Census Report with the National Office or not be in good standing as outlined above, it shall have no voting privileges.  Members who have joined a Club subsequent to April 30th must have proof of membership to be added to the vote – a copy of the 3 part membership form should be on file with the National Office.

In preparation for the Annual General Meeting, the following items are enclosed:

1. Slate of nominations for the 2001-2002 National Officers

2. Accredited Delegate Proxy Form for your Club Executive’s completion.  (Do not return this form.  It must be presented by your Accredited Delegate to the National Credentials Committee at the National Convention. The Credentials Committee will not issue a replacement form at the Convention.)

3. Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

4. Motions to be voted on at the AGM

· Proposed changes to the National By-laws

· Direction of Charitable Foundation upon reaching $1M goal

· Proposal for restructuring the National Board

5. Schedule of Events 

…/2

The educational component in this year’s Convention offers a variety of workshops and seminars that will benefit all members of Progress. Attendance at these sessions is expected, as you are the communication link with the many Club members who are unable to attend the National Convention.  It is imperative that you share the valuable information with your Club members immediately upon your return home.

There will be an session on Thursday, October 11 at 4:30 p.m. to provide information and answer questions about the motions listed below.  The objective is to limit the amount of discussion on the floor at the AGM by providing delegates with an opportunity to address their questions and concerns early on.

I would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the following:

1. Please be certain to bring your Club Banner to the Convention.  It should be explained to your Club that a fine of $200.00 will be imposed on any Club which has unauthorized possession of another Club’s Banner.  This penalty is imposed only to protect against the loss of Banners.

2. If your Club also has a Foundation Banner, we request that you bring it with you so that it can be displayed at the Foundation Luncheon on Friday, October 12th.

3. Your Badge of Office must be worn at all meetings.

4. The National Convention is a reflection of Progress as a whole.  It is therefore expected that all members conduct themselves appropriately at both business and social functions.

5. Solicitation of sales or offering for-sale items should not take place at the National Convention.  These are Club matters, which should not conflict with the National Convention.

The Convention Chairs, Tony Mancini and Judy Lavers, and members of CPC Halifax and Halifax Cornwallis are excited about the plans for this year’s Convention. The Convention gives us an excellent opportunity to share information and ideas and work together toward the advancement of the organization. We are looking forward to a wonderful time sharing fellowship and activities with Progressians from across Canada. 

See you in October!

Yours for Progress,

Bill Sornberger, National President

